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Chapter Ten
Using Proficiency Testing to Improve 
Instruction: WIDA ACCESS for ELLs



Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 2015

ESSA requires annual state-wide assessments.

https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/laws-preschool-grade-12-education/every-student-succeeds-act-essa


No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, 2001

Research shows that 
testing ELs is more 
problematic than testing 
any other group of 
students.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/1/text


Proficiency Assessment

The primary goal of 
proficiency testing in
U.S. mainstream
classrooms is to 
determine at what 
level an EL can listen, 
speak, read, and 
write in English.



Theoretical Trends

Proficiency Testing

• Discrete Point:
Language measured in small bits such as, multiple-choice 
or fill-in type questions

• Integrated Approach:
Language viewed as an immediate use of skills such as, 
learning new vocabulary words by listening to a story and 
retelling it



Refer to Chapter Nine

• Define proficiency testing and its two 
theoretical approaches in your own words.

THEORETICAL TRENDS OF PROFICIENCY TESTING
Discrete Point Integrated

 



While many tests are used as both 
proficiency and achievement, this 
practice does not always result in an 
accurate measurement for both purposes.

The ESOL population tends to be 
unstable, with ELs moving in and out of 
schools at a significant pace, either 
through improvements in their English 
proficiency or physical movements 
across states.

As a result, more and more states felt the 
impact of assessment and joined the 
WIDA Consortium.



WIDA provides language development resources, language 
standards, assessments, and professional learning 
opportunities to support the academic success of multilingual 
learners. WIDA proficiency levels are defined as:

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access


WIDA Levels of Proficiency



Source



The WIDA levels 
of language 
proficiency are a 
continuation of a 
process based 
on Krashen’s 
(1981) theory of 
second language 
acquisition, which 
includes five 
hypotheses.

1. Acquisition vs. Learning
2. Monitor Hypothesis
3. Natural Order
4. Input Hypothesis
5. Affective Filter

KRASHEN’S FIVE HYPOTHESES

https://apps.esc1.net/ProfessionalDevelopment/uploads/WKDocs/58121/2.%20Stephen%20Krashen.pdf


ACQUISITION vs. LEARNING

Acquired is a 
subconscious process 
similar to the way children 
acquire their first language.

Learned is the 
conscious knowledge 
about a language, i.e., 
knowing the grammar 
rules of a language.



MONITOR HYPOTHESIS

An internal set of explicit grammar 
rules ELs may use when they have 
time to focus on the accuracy of 
their utterances (e.g., when they 
write in English)

According to Krashen (2007), the monitor 
acts in planning, editing, and correcting 
when second language learners have met 
3 specific conditions:
(1) have sufficient time
(2) focus on form or think about

correctness
(3) know the rules

Krashen’s Theory of SLA

https://apps.esc1.net/ProfessionalDevelopment/uploads/WKDocs/58121/2.%20Stephen%20Krashen.pdf


NATURAL ORDER HYPOTHESIS

Grammatical 
structures follow a 
natural order. Some 
grammatical 
structures are 
acquired early, others 
later. This is 
independent of the 
learner’s age, 
background, and 
conditions of exposure 
(Krashen, 2007).



(i + 1) HYPOTHESIS

Comprehensible Input (i +1) 
A condition of language acquisition 
that takes place with a structure a 
bit beyond ELs’ current level of 
language competence.

Progress along a 'natural order' 
when receive 'input’ (i) that is one 
step beyond current stage of 
linguistic competence

ELs should be challenged through high expectations and 
varied opportunities to enhance their English skills and 
academic knowledge.



AFFECTIVE FILTER HYPOTHESIS

According to Krashen…

• Affective variables such as motivation, 
self-confidence, and anxiety play a 
role in classroom learning.

• Low motivation, low self-esteem, and 
debilitating anxiety can 'raise' the 
affective filter and form a 'mental' block.

• Acquisition best takes place in 
environments where anxiety levels 
are low.



ACTIVITY

WIDA ACCESS



Every teacher must be able to 
effectively integrate assessment 
of content area knowledge with 

the development of English 
language proficiency.

Final Thoughts



Review these resources:

ESSA

WIDA Resources

https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/laws-preschool-grade-12-education/every-student-succeeds-act-essa
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources
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